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into two sections, one section being placed under more
favourable hygienic conditions than the other; and let us
suppose A, B, C, D more favourable, E, F, G, H less favour-
able. We know the conditions of E, F, G, H, compared to
A, B, C, D, would tend to disease and shorten life, and that
their mortality would be greater than A, B, C, D. This
cannot be due to drink, as, according to the hypothesis,
drink is not in existence. Let us now suppose drink comes
into existence, and that teetotalism is set afloat, A, B, C, D
would certainly, if, as I have said, there are incentives to
drink, and, being comparatively free from these incentives,
represent in the majority teetotallers, or the temperance
section. The abstainers would then claim, as they now do,
that the longevity of A, B, C, D, was solely due to total absti-
nence ; but according to the hypothesis it could not be so,
because it was greater before drink came into existence.
For these and other reasons I submit the statistics of
insurance offices are of no value as an index to the thera-
peutic action of alcohol.-I am. Sirs. vours trulv.

CLEMENT H. SERS.

OPIUM-SMOKING IN PULMONARY TUBER-
CULOSIS.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.
SIRS,-The interesting paper on this subject by Dr.

Dill may raise a question as to the morality of opium-
smoking, and may stimulate those who regard opium-
smoking as an overwhelming vice in China (to be put down
at the expense of India) to vehement protests against its
introduction as a therapeutic agent. The misunderstand-
ings and contradictions on the vexed question of opium-
smoking are most striking, and one can only suppose that
the shocking pictures of the opium-smoker and his den are
drawn from observations influenced largely by sentiment
and imagination. An equally repulsive representation, on
a much larger scale, can be given of alcohol and alcohol
dens, with the additional accompaniments of disease,
crime, brutality, and misery in our own country, but
these are scarcely ever depicted in such weird colours as
opium.
Some few years ago I made the experiment of smoking

crude opium with tobacco, and tried its effects in a few
phthisical cases where a troublesome cough was a prominent
symptom. Briefly the results were as follows :&mdash;About
forty grains of opium smoked in two or three pipes of
tobacco of an evening produced a mild sedative effect, with
sound sleep during the night. If this quantity were ex-
ceeded the hypnotic effect was increased, and a slight
headache experienced on awaking, but no dryness of the
tongue or constipation. Twenty grains of opium sprinkled
into two pipes of tobacco, and smoked an hour or so

before bedtime, relieved cough and acted as a mild
hypnotic. The continuance of this system of medication
was not persisted in for the following reasons :-1. The
volatile portions of the drug did not appear to be suffi-
ciently active as sedatives given by the stomach. 2.
The curious smell of the burning opium made a disagree-
able odour throughout the house like burning leaves, and
excited the curiosity of everyone to know what was being
smoked.

I merely give these instances for what they are worth,
and in no way wish to detract from the results obtained

by Dr. Dill; on the contrary, I have formed the opinion that
opium, volatilised and inhaled, retains its hypnotic and
sedative properties, and loses some of its disagreeble effects.
It is a question for observation; but it must be remem-
bered that the smoke of opium with tobacco in a pipe is
not inhaled into the lungs, and therefore is absorbed only
by the mucous membrane of the mouth and fauces. The
Chinese method of smoking, as far as I learn from friends
who have seen it done, is to place crude opium in a small
metal pipe holding about thirty or forty grains ; this is
lighted well up by an attendant with the aid of a charcoal
cinder. A fresh reed is introduced into the stem of the

pipe, and the smoker inhales the fumes of the burning
opium through this into his lungs, and if he be not well-
seasoned he falls off to sleep after a few inhalations. There
is no " whiffing" with opium fumes ; the smoke is taken
internally by the action of the thorax.-I am, Sirs, your
obediant servant.

A. TUCKER WISE.

LIVERPOOL.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Hospital Sunday and Saturday in Liverpool.
THE liberality of the public this year has enabled the

Committee of the Hospital Sunday and Saturday Fund
to distribute the handsome sum of &pound;10,800 among the
medical charities. This is jE200 above the sum distributed
last year, and is one of the largest amounts ever dis-
tributed since the commencement of Hospital Sunday in
Liverpool in 1871. It has only been once equalled-in
1874, when the amount was the same. The following are
the sums awarded to the respective medical charities :-
Royal Infirmary .... JE2484 Hahnemann Hospital &pound;216
Royal Southern Hospital 1728 Hospital for Women ... 216-
Northern Hospital .... 1512 St. Paul’s Eye and Ear Hos-
D*Ispensaries .. 756 pital ....... 216
District Nursing Society 756 Cancer Hospital ... 108
Children’s Infirmary .. 648 Home for Incurables .... 108
Stanley Hospital .... 540 Dental Hospital 27
Eye and Ear Infirmary 486 St George’s Hospital for Skin
Ladies’ Charity .. 432 Diseases ...... 27
Consumption Hospital 324 -

Convalescent Institution, Total.. 410,800,
Woolton ...... 216

Disused City Churchyards.
The happy idea of converting old and disused city church-

yards into attractive recreation grounds has been most suc-
cessful. Several of the oldest, which were merely 9; wilder-
ness of neglected gravestones, have been changed into’
handsome flower-gardens, in which benches are placed
where people may rest themselves. The experiment is tab
be repeated with another city churchyard in the midst of a
dense population, where a pleasant recreation ground ia
much needed and will be much appreciated.

Health Resorts and Pleasure Trips.
The season at the Isle of Man, and at the favourit&egrave;

Welsh seaside resorts of Llandudno and Beaumaris, are
very short, and are perhaps on this account all the more
appreciated. The steam service from Liverpool to each cf
these places is now most admirably managed, and invalids
may safely venture on board the splendid steamers now
provided, the motion being lictle felt except in very heavy
weather.

Hospital Saturday in Bootle.
The following is from a local paper :- " Charitable Enter

prise.-Bootle is to be congratulated on the success which
has attended the collections this year on behalf of the
Borough Hospital. This success appears to be in great parb.
due to a little display of originality in the means adopted
for gathering the donations of passers.by. Instead of bird-
cages being used, as in former years, and with butindifferent
success, miniature representations of hospital cots have been
utilised, and these cots have been superintended’ by ladies.
-also a happy innovation-headed by the Mayoress of
Bootle, Mrs. J. Vicars. The ladies have also greatly en-
hanced the success of the collection by personally soliciting
donations in the thoroughfares, armed with small and neatly
decorated baskets, which, in conjunction with themselves,
proved irresistible in the cause of charity. The total effect
of the new departure is close upon &pound;226-a remarkable sum
when compared with the amounts raised in previous years."

The South-west Lancashire Summer Assizes.
Mr. Justice A. L. Smith is presiding in the Crown

Court at the assizes now being held here. The only charge
of murder is that against John Conwav, for the murder and’
mutilation of a boy named Nicholas Martin, under circum-
stances which caused much excitement at the time, and
which has not yet wholly subsided. The judge alluded to,
it at length in his charge, and pointed out the more im-
portant features, including the medical evidence. The

grand jury have found a true bill against the prisoner,
whose trial is fixed for Friday, the 31st inst.

Liverpool, July 28th.

NORTHERN COUNTIES NOTES.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Presidential Addresses.
AT the last meeting of the North of England Branch of

the British Medical Association, Dr. D. Drummond, the
President, merely gave a r&eacute;sum&eacute; of his address, which he


